INVICTA WATER POLO CLUB

LADIES NATIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION 3

WEEKEND 2, WALSALL, 30TH OCTOBER-1ST NOVEMBER

After the promising performances of the first weekend at Hucknall, the ladies squad travelled to the Walsall Gala baths for the next round of fixtures in this year’s national league.

With all the registration issues now sorted, we were able to select from a full squad of players. Jenny would only be available for the later games in the weekend after travelling back from New York and because of this we decided to take a squad of 14 as follows; -

1. Rosie Tayler (G/K)

2. Kelli Bird

3. Daisy Weir-Somerville
4. Anna Newell (Captain)

5. Lily McLaughlin

6. Hannah Chilton

7. Jo Davies

8. Sarah Hickey

9. Emma Jenkins

10. Amy Stringer

11. Jenny Willett (Against Liverpool C)

12. Mia Neve

13. Clare Levoir

14. Eimear O’Connor (Against Bristol & Caledonia)

In Bold are Beckenham players

The individual match reports are as follows; -

Match 1, Saturday 12.30.

Invicta 5, Caledonia 5. 

Quarter Scores; - 1-1, 1-2, 1-1, 2-1

This was a hugely entertaining and exciting match and we thoroughly deserved to take a hard earned point after such strong performance.
The quarter scores indicate how close the match was with both teams never able to dominate proceedings. 

Our defending was of a high standard and Caledonia were also unable to take advantage of all the limited number of chances that they created with Rosie making a number of good saves.

The match featured a final minute that was full of drama. We led 5-4 with exactly 60 seconds remaining when Caledonia called a time-out. With 40 seconds left Daisy was very unlucky to be excluded and the opposition immediately called their second time out. When the game re-commenced Caledonia scored from a well worked man-up with 25 seconds remaining. With the game tied at 5-5 we took our first time-out at the re-start and incredibly a Caledonia player was excluded for impeding Anna before she was able to make the pass at the re-start. As a result we called our final time-out with 23 seconds remaining but unfortunately we were unable to take the opportunity when we shot over the bar with 3 seconds on the clock.

Overall this was a valuable point gained against a team that hade beaten us comfortably on both occasions last season and this is a good indication that we are making good progress.

Scorers; - Jo Davies 2, Anna Newell 1, Kelli Bird 1, Clare Levoir 1.

Exclusions; - Daisy Weir-Somerville 2, Jo Davies 2, Anna Newell 1, Sarah Hickey 1.

Match 2, Saturday 15.30

Invicta 4, Bristol 10.

Quarter Scores; - 2-2, 0-4, 1-3, 1-1.

Bristol is a much improved team and features a number of new talented players this season and as a result are one of the favourites for the divisional title.

We knew that this would be a tough game against a team that features a number of highly experienced and physically bigger and stronger girls.

We actually made an excellent start and Kelli opened the scoring with a well taken goal. The 2-2 score line at the end of the period did not flatter us and we had played some excellent water polo looking dangerous in attack and defending strongly.

During the 2nd and 3rd quarters we struggled to deal with the Bristol attacking play and we had particular problems with both of the centre forwards who alternated in the role.

The girls kept going right to the end and we played well in the final period scoring an excellent goal from Jo.

Overall, another encouraging performance against a team who will undoubtedly be in with a chance of promotion at the end of the season.

Scorers; - Kelli Bird 2, Anna Newell 1, Jo Davis 1.

Exclusions; - Rosie Tayler 2, Daisy Weir-Somerville 2, Anna Newell 2, Hannah Chilton 2, Sarah Hickey 1, Eimear O’Connor 1, Mia Neve 1.

Match 3, Sunday 10.30

Invicta 9, Liverpool C 10.

Quarter Scores; - 2-3, 2-3, 3-2, 2-2.

This was a match that was ultimately hugely frustrating because we worked incredibly hard to get to a position where we should have at least have secured a draw.
We made a slow start and at one point during the second quarter we were 6-3 down but the squad showed a great deal of resilience and eventually we levelled at 6-6 during the 3rd period. Unfortunately we were unable to capitalise on this but we still fought back to only a one goal deficit when Mia scored an excellent goal with just under 3 minutes remaining. We had opportunities to equalise late on but we didn’t take our chances and we were left to reflect on what might have been.

Although we were disappointed not to take something from the game we should remember that we lost both fixtures to the same opposition last season by margins in excess of 10 goals.

Once again all the squad worked really hard and their attitude and effort could not be faulted.

Scorers; -  Jo Davies 3, Mia Neve 2, Hannah Chilton 2, Anna Newell 1, Daisy Weir-Somerville 1.
Exclusions; - Anna Newell 2, Sarah Hickey 2, Daisy Weir-Somerville 1, Kelli Bird 1, Emma Jenkins 1, Mia Neve 1.

This was another encouraging weekend for the girl’s squad who are now beginning to show significant improvement as a result of the new training program at Crystal Palace. The third division of the women’s national league is much more competitive affair this year and we feel that we should be able to compete well against all the teams that we play.

We may well have taken something from the Liverpool match if we had more experience but this will develop as the squad plays more matches of this type. What we don’t lack is commitment and a positive attitude and all the squad are keen to learn and become better players and part of a team that will continue to improve.

We return to Walsall at the end of November for the next national league weekend when we hope to continue making progress.

Alastair Roberts (Coach)

Gregg Candy-Wallace (Team Manager)  

